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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL CALLED MEETING OF THE SHARPSBURG BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

June 25, 2018
​​​________________________________________________________________________

Mayor Pro-Tem Becky Humphrey called the meeting to order.  The roll was called by Tracy Sullivan, Town Clerk.  
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Mayor Pro-Tem Humphrey, Commissioner Jackson, Commissioner Davis and Commissioner Collie.  Blake Proctor, Town Administrator and Brian Pridgen, Town Attorney were also present.

Brian Pridgen stated in accordance with N.C.G.S. 160A-70 the Mayor Pro-Tem is to be filled by the Board of Commissioners.  The actions of the Mayor at the June 5th meeting to remove Becky Humphrey and appoint David Pride are of no effect and asked Mayor Pro-Tem Humphrey to preside over the meeting.  He further stated that the PBA letter in regards to the Mayor’s conduct could be discussed in open session but any employee matters should be discussed in closed session.
NEW BUSINESS

a. Letter from Police Benevolent Association 

John Midgett, PBA Attorney stated that the reason they were at the meeting was to discuss Mayor William’s conduct and actions during and following his 2 traffic stops. Following the election Mayor Williams was properly stopped and charged for DWI by the two officers.  The events that transpired after the original stop are what has troubled the PBA, the inappropriate actions taken against their members while performing their duties.  He stated that no one is above the law including elected officials or Mayors.  Actions against the officers included intimidation of officers, demeaning comments and gestures, and actions that are porously close to a class G Felony of intimidation of a witness.  Mr. Midgett asked that the Board use their authority under N.C.G.S. 160-A to conduct an investigation of the Mayor’s actions.  He stated that the Board could call the State bureau of Investigations, a third party or consulting firm or the Board could contact the District Attorney for advice.  He understood that the mayor was stopped again for driving outside of his provisional drivers license and he didn’t know why those charges had not come forward yet.  His understanding was that the officers intended to do their job but there was some obstruction in the process.  There is no record of those charges in the DA’s office so that is part of the ongoing situation.  

Brian Pridgen asked what recourse the PBA have should any retaliation be taken on the officers.   Mr. Midgett stated that the PBA could and would file litigation against the Town to defend the officers involved should the Town not take appropriate action which could result in monetary payment.  
Brian Pridgen advised the Board that the items needed to hopefully protect the Town’s employees and shield the Town’s elected officials including the Mayor from future liability. 
b. Commissioner Jackson made a motion to adopt the amendment to the Personnel Policy.  Commissioner Collie seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
c. Commissioner Collie made a motion to adopt Resolution R-2018-05 Establishing the Powers of the Mayor and Commissioners of the Town of Sharpsburg.  Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

d. The actions taken by Mayor Williams to remove Becky Humphrey as Mayor Pro-Tem and to remove Commissioner Collie were not appropriate.  The actions were null and void.

e. Brian Pridgen urged the Board to adopt a condensed version of Robert’s Rules of Order which he would begin preparing for their consideration.

CLOSED SESSION
Commissioner Davis made a motion to go into closed session to discuss personnel issues pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (6).  Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

OPEN SESSION

Commissioner Collie made a motion to go back into open session.  Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
Commissioner Collie made a motion to Terminate Chief John Hunt for the following reasons:

· Chief Hunt’s conduct surrounding a traffic stop occurring on May 21, 2018, which demonstrated a lack of professionalism and integrity, poor judgment, and involved an improper directive to his officers.

· Subsequent disciplinary action taken and equipment decisions made by Chief Hint against the officers involved in the traffic stop that the Board of commissions views as retaliatory – in direct violation of the Board’s prior warning against retaliation.

· Lack of confidence in Chief Hunt’s ability to carry out his professional duties as Chief and to effectively lead his department.

· Potentially subjecting the Town to monetary liability through these intentional wrongful acts.

Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
Commissioner Davis made a motion to cancel the July 3, 2018 Regular Meeting.  Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Collie made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.
____________________________     ____________________________________ 
Date Approved                                     Mayor 
                                                                          ___________________________________________

                                                                          Town Clerk                                              
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