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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE SHARPSBURG BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

January 8, 2019 
6:30 PM

Mayor Williams called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Pride offered invocation.  Mayor Williams led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Tracy Sullivan, Town Clerk called the roll.  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

Mayor Williams, Commissioner Pride, Commissioner Humphrey, Commissioner Davis and Commissioner Jackson.  

PUBLIC HEARING
Mayor Williams opened the Public Hearing concerning financing 1 police vehicle and 1 electric vehicle through USDA.

There were no comments.

Mayor Williams closed the public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Williams opened the public hearing pertaining to the demolition of 131 Barnes Street and 130 Martin Luther King Circle.
Mr. Eudy gave an overview of the findings of fact of the demolition order.

Commissioner Pride asked if contact had been made with the property owners.  Danny explained the methods used to attempt contact with the owners.
Nina Taylor asked what the property tax value was for both properties.  Commissioner Pride answered $29,569 and $31,564.
Mayor Williams closed the public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Williams opened the public hearing pertaining to Zoning Ordinance text amendment to Sec. 406.33, Radio, Television or Communication Antennae design standards.
Mr. Clark gave a brief summary of the text amendments.

There were no comments.

Mayor Williams closed the public hearing.

PUBLIC HEARING

Mayor Williams opened the public hearing concerning rezoning approximately 30+/- acres of woodlands located behind properties fronting E. Main Street, NE Railroad Street and Batchelor Road from R-8 to R-30 CU for placement of a solar farm.

Mr. Clark gave an overview of the rezoning petition and recommendation from the Planning Board.
Mayor Williams asked Mr. Sandifer how the town would benefit from a solar farm.  Mr. Sandifer answered that the town would benefit from higher property tax values.

Commissioner Davis asked what the medical implications were for solar farms located within 50ft of homes.  Mr. Sandifer stated that the panels have been tested by the EPA and there are no hazards to the health or environment.

Commissioner Davis asked the audience if there was anyone present that objected the solar farm.

Mike Page asked would the equipment depreciate over time.  Mr. Sandifer stated that yes, it would depreciate.  Mr. Sandifer stated that solar farms are taxed 20% of the value and 80% was not taxed.

Gary Sharpe asked had a solar farm ever been taken down.  Mr. Sandifer stated he doesn’t know of one that was taken down or decommissioned in NC.
Queen Dew asked if there were other towns that had solar farms in a residential area.  Mr. Sandifer said that there were some.
Mr. Dew asked what the required buffer would be.  Mr. Clark and Mr. Sandifer stated that there would be a 50ft natural buffer and a 6ft fence with bob wire.

Mike Page asked what the nearest town was to Sharpsburg that had gone through this process.  Brian Pridgen answered Elm City, Bob Clark answered Grifton.
Nina Taylor asked if the panels could be damaged from wind or flooding.  Mr. Sandifer said that the only problem they have encountered was flooding and that normally the panels are not damaged by wind because they are built very low to the ground.

David Pride inquired about the previously adopted guidelines and if it covered any of the concerns.  Brian Pridgen reviewed several points that address the decommissioning process and conditions that are or could be imposed on the solar farm through the conditional use permit process.

Queen Dew stated that she is against the solar farm.

Gary Sharpe and Kit Taylor stated they were for the solar farm.  
Bob Clark advised the Board of Commissioners that the Planning Board’s recommendation was to rezone the property to R-30 CU.

There were no further comments.  Mayor Williams closed the public hearing.
PRESENTATIONS

Chief Thomas presented Officer Revis’ Advanced Law Enforcement Certificate.  The Board congratulated Officer Revis on his achievement.  

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT & REGULAR AGENDA

Commissioner Humphrey made the motion to approve the consent and regular agenda.  Commissioner Pride seconded the motion. 4-0 The Consent Agenda items were as follows: 

a. November 8, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes
b. 2018-2019 Budget Amendment - 1

NEW BUSINESS
a. Commissioner Jackson made a motion to adopt Ordinance O-2019-01 Directing the Code Enforcement Officer to Demolish 130 Martin Luther King Circle.  Commissioner Humphrey seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 4-0 

b. Commissioner Pride made a motion to adopt Ordinance O-2019-02 Directing the Code Enforcement Officer to Demolish 131 Barnes Street.  Commissioner Humphrey seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 4-0
c. Commissioner Davis made a motion to adopt Ordinance O-2019-03 Amending the Zoning Ordinance Sec. 406.33 Radio, Television or Communication Antennae design standards.  Commissioner Humphrey seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 4-0

d. Commissioner Davis made a motion to table the adoption of Ordinance O-2019-04 until the next regular meeting on February 5, 2019.  Commissioner Humphrey seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 4-0
e. Commissioner Humphrey made a motion to approve the 2019 Meeting Schedule changing the Regular meeting time to 6:00pm and removal of the agenda session.  Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  4-0
f. Commissioner Jackson made a motion to approve the 2019 Holiday Schedule.  Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 4-0

g. Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve Resolution R-2019-01 approving the Sharpsburg Local Water Supply Plan.  Commissioner Pride seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  4-0

h. Commissioner Pride made a motion to approve Resolution R-2019-02 approving the Water Shortage Response Plan.  Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 4-0
i. Commissioner Humphrey made a motion to adopt Resolution R-2019-03 Rules of Parliamentary Procedure to Govern the Conduct of Town Board of Commissioners Meetings.  Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 4-0

j. Commissioner Davis made a motion to adopt Resolution R-2019-04 Public Comment Policy.  Commissioner Humphrey seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  4-0

CITIZENS PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS

Joe Strachan – Mr. Strachan asked about status of his ditch.  Brian Pridgen, Attorney stated that an easement was requested through Mr. Strachan’s attorney but has not been received by the Town.  Mayor Williams asked Mr. Strachan to hand deliver the easement to the Town.  Mr. Strachan agreed that he would.
Mr. Strachan stated that people in his neighborhood were hanging in the streets all night.  Chief Thomas stated that the police department would continue to patrol the area.

CLOSED SESSION

Commissioner Humphrey made a motion to go into closed session to discuss a legal update and a personnel matter pursuant to N.C.G.S. 143-318.11 (a) (3) (6).  Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 4-0

OPEN SESSION

Commissioner Jackson made a motion to return to open session.  Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 4-0
Commissioner Pride made a motion to hire Worth Taylor and Jeffrey Garrett as part-time police officers and the Board gave the Chief authority to use his discretion for hiring Christopher Little as a part-time officer.  Commissioner Davis seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 4-0

ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Davis made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Jackson seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  4-0
____________________________
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Mayor 
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